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Time allowed 
 
30 hours  
 
The External Assessment is in 2 parts; A and B.  

Part A - 20 hours  

 You’ll work on Tasks 1, 2 and 3 during this time. 

 We advise that the following time is spent on each task, however this is only a guide and 
these timings are flexible within the available 20 hours: 
 

Task 1 12 hours 

Task 2 4 hours 

Task 3 4 hours 

 
Part B - 10 hours  

 You’ll work on Task 4 during this time. 

 We advise that the following time is spent on task 4, however this is only a guide and you 
may not require the full 10 hours: 
 

Task 4 10 hours 
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Instructions for learners 

 Read the paper carefully and make sure you understand all of the instructions before 
you start work. 

 Complete your personal details on your Front Cover Sheet. 

 You MUST attempt all of the tasks to address all assessment criteria fully. You cannot 
achieve a Pass grade unless you meet the required standard in all the tasks. 

 You can use the work developed during part A when producing your final outcome for 
part B. 

 Make sure all the equipment and materials that you might need are available before 
you start any tasks. 

 You might like to use the checklist at the end of this document to check all your work 
has been completed. 

 All the work you submit for the external assessment must be clearly identified with your 
name, your centre number, your learner number and the task number so that the 
Examiner is able to grade it.   

 All of the work you submit must be your own.  
 

Guidance for learners 
 

 Make sure you’re familiar with the assessment criteria and grading descriptors for this 
unit.  These are included along with the tasks in this external assessment paper. If 
you’re aiming for a Merit or Distinction it’s particularly important that you’re familiar with 
what these grades require, as you work through the tasks. 

 Read the tasks carefully and make sure that you understand: 
o what you need to do to complete the assessment 
o what you need to submit 
o how much time you need to allow for each task. 

 The Invigilator will explain where you will save your work between each external 
assessment session. 

 
Resources 

 You may use all of the material given within the external assessment paper. 

 You may use any specialist equipment to produce your work. 

 In the timed assessment you may use all of the material you have produced during the 
preparation time.  

 You can use your school’s intranet and the internet in this assessment.  Any 
information used from the internet must be acknowledged in your work.   

 You may require the following resources when working through the tasks: 
o Task 1 – Paper, Sketch Pads, Graphics Tablets, Drawing Tools, 

Painting Tools, Access to a PC, Access to Image Editing Software 
o Task 2 – Paper, Sketch Pads, Drawing Tools, Access to a PC, Access 

to Word Processing Software, Graph Paper 
o Task 3 – Paper, Sketch Pads, Graphics Tablets, Drawing Tools, 

Painting Tools, Access to a PC, Access to Image Editing Software 
o Task 4 – Paper, Sketch Pads, Graphics Tablets, Drawing Tools, 

Painting Tools, Access to a PC, Access to Image Editing Software 
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External assessment 
 
Design brief 

Film quotations 

The meaning of a word or sentence can be communicated through the creative spacing, sizing 
and placement of letters on a page. 

Choose one of the film quotations below. Using only letterforms (no pictures), produce two 
different designs to communicate its meaning through the creative use of typography. 

You must work within the following constraints: 

 you must produce one design in black and white 

 you must produce one design in colour 

 each design must contain the film quotation in full 

 each design must be at A3 size. 
 

Film quotations 

1. "Game over, man! Game over!"   
Hudson, in Aliens (1986) 
 

2. “The water’s always changing, always flowing” 
Pocahontas, in Pocahontas (1995) 

 

3. “28 days, 6 hours, 42 minutes, 12 seconds.” 
Frank, in “Donnie Darko” (2001) 

 

4. "All you need is a little faith, trust, and pixie dust."  
Peter Pan, in “Peter Pan” (1953) 

 

5. "I want an Oompa Loompa NOW!" 
Veruca Salt, in "Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory" (1971) 

http://www.filmsite.org/series-alien2.html
http://www.allthelikes.com/application.php?app=169958763708
http://www.moviefone.com/movie/willy-wonka-the-chocolate-factory/5021/main
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These are the tasks you need to do in part A: 
 
Make sure that you separate Tasks 1 and 2, and label each task clearly. 
 
Task 1  
 
You must ensure your work in Task 1 addresses assessment criterion: 1.1. You can refer to 
the assessment criteria below the task. 
 
Use a range of graphic design techniques and visual language which communicate possible 
ideas for the design brief.  These could include: 

 experiments with wet or dry media 

 digital design  

 experiments with colour, tone, shape, line and texture 

 work with photographs 

 collage or printmaking 

 graphic design techniques 

 experiments with different fonts and typographical layouts 
 

Your ideas could be in response to:  

 the meaning of the quotation you have chosen 

 the emphasis in the sentence 

 the meaning of individual words 

 existing examples of typography used to communicate the meaning of words and 
sentences 

 other examples of the creative use of typography 
 

It’s recommended that you spend around 12 hours on this task 

 

Assessment criteria Pass Merit Distinction 

1.1 Apply a range of 
visual techniques 
and visual language 
to communicate a 
variety of 
alternative ideas 
and graphic design 
solutions in relation 
to the design brief 

 

learners apply a 
range of visual 
language and 
techniques to 
communicate ideas 
and solutions 
appropriate to the 
design brief 

 

learners investigate a 
range of visual 
language and visual 
techniques clearly to 
communicate ideas 
and graphic design 
solutions in relation 
to the design brief 

 

a range of visual 
techniques and 
visual language is 
skillfully and 
convincingly applied 
 
learners use 
techniques and 
visual language to 
fluently communicate 
ideas and graphic 
design solutions in 
relation to the design 
brief 
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Task 2 
 
You must ensure your work in Task 2 addresses assessment criterion: 1.2. You can refer to 
the assessment criteria below the task. 
 
a) Produce a record of your progress so far. It must show: 

 which ideas will best meet the design brief          

 why you’ve rejected some ideas and chosen to develop others.  
 
b) Produce a plan showing: 

 the activities you need to do to meet the design brief in the time available   

 the order in which you intend to do these activities 

 the creative opportunities that the brief presents 

 the difficulties you think you would come across 

 resource requirements. 
You may also want to think about: 

 how you could overcome the concerns or difficulties you may experience. 
 
Your evidence for Task 2 could be on paper or in digital form. 

It’s recommended that you spend around 4 hours on this Task. 

Assessment 
criteria 

Pass Merit Distinction 

1.2 Demonstrate 
planning and 
recording progress 
towards meeting 
the outcomes of 
the design brief 

learners plan work 
and make 
connections between 
activities over time  

records of progress 
which are 
appropriate to the 
design brief are 
produced  

records show 
sufficient awareness 
of strengths and 
weaknesses in order 
to make steady 
progress 

learners reflect on, 
analyse and 
demonstrate critical 
understanding of 
progress towards 
meeting the 
outcomes of the 
design brief 

planning shows 
creativity, initiative 
and originality  
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Task 3 

You must ensure your work in Task 3 addresses assessment criterion: 1.3. You can refer to 
the assessment criteria below the task. 

a) Experiment with a range of potential graphic materials, techniques and equipment to 
demonstrate their properties. 
 

b) Select the most appropriate graphic materials, techniques and equipment for your design.  
 

c) You must clearly state why these selections are appropriate for the design brief. 
 

It’s recommended that you spend around 4 hours on this Task. 

Assessment 
criteria 

Pass Merit Distinction 

1.3 Select graphic 
materials, 
techniques and 
equipment to meet 
the design brief 
and its 
specifications 

 

learners select 
graphic materials, 
techniques and 
equipment which are 
appropriate for the 
design brief and its 
specification  

 

learners demonstrate 
the properties of the 
selected materials, 
techniques and 
equipment and 
understand their 
potential to meet the 
design brief and its 
specifications 

learners use 
selections to 
convincingly and 
fluently achieve 
solutions to the 
design brief and its 
specifications 

 

  



 

8 
 

These are the tasks you need to do in part B: 

 
These tasks must be done under invigilated conditions. You may use your work from 
part A when completing these tasks. 
 
Make sure that you separate and label each task clearly. 
 
Task 4 
 
You must ensure your work in Task 4 addresses assessment criterion: 1.4. You can refer to 
the assessment criteria below the task. 
 
Using your ideas, develop your typography designs.  

 you must submit one design in black and white and a different design in colour 

 each design must include the film quotation in full 

 each design must be at A3 size 
 
It’s recommended that you spend around 10 hours on this Task. 

Assessment 
criteria 

Pass Merit Distinction 

1.4 Develop ideas 
and solutions in 
response to 
external factors 

learners develop 
ideas and solutions 
in response to 
external factors 

learners clearly 
understand the 
implications of 
external factors and 
develop ideas and 
solutions accordingly 

 

learners embrace 
external factors with 
creativity and 
originality 
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What you need to hand in after your external assessment 
 
At the end of the external assessment you’ll hand in the following work to your Invigilator: 
 

External Assessment Checklist 

  Tick 

Task 1  Physical or digital records of your own work with a range 
of visual techniques communicating your own ideas. 

 Physical or digital records of your own work with a range 
visual language  communicating your own ideas. 

 A record of alternative ideas in response to the design 
brief.  

 

Task 2  An annotated record of the work done in Task 1. 

 A description of the strengths and weaknesses of the 
ideas. 

 A clearly indication of your selected ideas. 

 A work plan for Task 3. 

 A work plan for Task 4. 

 

Task 3  Records of experiments with materials, techniques and 
equipment. 

 A clearly indication of your selected materials, 
techniques and equipment that you intend to use to meet 
the design brief. 

 A description of why these selections are appropriate.   

 You may want to also describe the creative potential of 
these materials, techniques or equipment and how you 
intend to use them. 

 

Task 4  A developed idea in response to the brief in black and 
white 

 A developed idea in response to the brief in colour 

 

 
All the work you submit for the external assessment must be clearly identified with your name, 
your centre number, your learner number and the task number so that the Examiner is able to 
grade it.   
 
Make sure you’ve included and signed the learner declaration on your Learner Front Sheet. 
 
You must make sure that the tasks are clearly separated and that each individual task is 
correctly numbered.  
 
Any work that you submit electronically must be in a file format, which can be accessed 
by the Examiner. 
 
You may submit your responses digitally or in hard copy. If you submit digital work you must 
ensure it has been transferred appropriately to the storage media and the files can be opened. 
 

This is the end of the assessment 


