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NCFE Functional Skills Qualification in English at Entry Level 3 Reading (600/1510/X)
Mark Scheme
Set A (Sample) – The Nature Trail 

Guidance for Assessors
The following Mark Scheme gives you:

· examples and criteria of the types of response expected from a learner

· how individual marks are to be awarded

· the total mark for each task.

Assessors should be prepared to award zero marks for any of the tasks if the learner’s response is not worthy of credit according to the Mark Scheme.
For levels of support and generic guidance on marking please refer to the NCFE Assessor Instructions and Guidance – Functional Skills Controlled Assessment (Entry Levels).

Summary of coverage and range 

	Skills Standards
	Coverage and range
	Task reference
	Available marks

	Read and understand the purpose and content of straightforward texts that explain, inform and recount information
	a) Understand the main points of texts
	1,2,4
	5

	
	a) Obtain specific information through detailed reading
	1,2,4
	9

	
	b) Use organisational features to locate information
	2,3
	8

	
	c) Read and understand texts in different formats using strategies/techniques appropriate to the task
	1,2, 4
	8

	Summary of question type: 
11/29 marks for closed response questions = 38%





18/29 marks for open response questions = 62%


	Task 1
	
	Marks

	a.
	Clothing may get dirty/get dirty (1 mark)
	1

	b.
	Woodland area/woodland (1 mark)
	1

	c.
	At the café/café (1 mark)
	1

	d.
	Over ten years old/over ten (1 mark)
	1

	e.
	Food (1 mark)
	1

	f.
	Picnic area/picnic (1 mark)
	1

	g.
	Map of the nature trail/map (1 mark)
	1

	h.
	Snacks and drinks (1 mark)
	1

	i.
	Visitor centre (1 mark)
	1

	
	Total marks
	9


	Task 2
	
	Marks

	a.
	Candidate identified the text as being used for:

•
Giving people (important) information/details/guidance

•
Telling them what they should and should not do

•
Letting them know who to speak to for help/assistance

Award 1 mark for any 1 of the above.

Accept other logical responses.
and

Candidate identified details in the text, e.g. Use of ‘Do not’, use of bold text, who to speak to, instructions.

Examples: “......birds and animals you will see should not to be touched”/ “Fires and barbeques are not allowed.....”/ “...please tell one of our rangers.”/ “Please let us know......”

Award up to 3 marks (1 mark for each different detail)
Accept other logical responses.

Maximum 4 marks available overall. 
	4

	b.
	Learner chose an appropriate title:

B. “Important information for visitors to the nature trail” or 

C. “Rules to follow on the nature trail”

Maximum of 1 mark available.
	1

	c.
	C. to show each new topic in a page of text (1 mark)
	1

	d.
	B. these parts are very important (1 mark)
	1

	
	Total marks
	7


	Task 3
	
	Marks

	a.
	Big Teds

Dayz Out

Fifth Guides

Fun Days

Fun Seekers

Oldies Club

Sankey Scouts

Tiny Ones

Tiny Tots

West Lane Cubs

Wildlife Too

Wills Club 

Learners present correct list as shown below (3 marks)
Learners present a list with one error (2 marks)

Learners present a list with two errors (1 mark)

Learners present a list with three or more errors (no award)
	3

	b.
	A-D

Big Teds

Dayz Out

E-K

Fifth Guides

Fun Days

Fun Seekers

L-Q

Oldies Club

R-Z

Sankey Scouts

Tiny Ones

Tiny Tots

West Lane Cubs

Wildlife Too

Wills Club 

Three of the four headings completed without error (3 marks)

Two of the four headings completed without error (2 marks)

One of the four headings completed without error (1 mark)

Learners present the list as shown below (4 marks)
	4

	
	Total marks
	7


	Task 4
	
	Marks

	a.
	Bird (1 mark)
Accept other logical responses.
	1

	b.
	Wrens (1 mark)
	1

	c.
	(the) Wildlife Act (1 mark)
	1

	d.
	C. To tell people about wildlife on the nature trail (1 mark)
	1

	e.
	Male woodpecker/Male Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (1 mark)
	1

	f.
	Wren (1 mark)
	1

	
	Total marks
	6


	
	Overall marks
	29

	
	Pass mark 
	22 
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