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Learner overview 

NCFE Level 4 Certificate for the Early Years Advanced Practitioner (601/8424/3) 
 

Qualification content, structure and outcomes  

 
As a practitioner within the early years workforce, this Level 4 qualification aims to provide you with 
professional development opportunities. This work-based qualification will embrace the wealth of 
experience that you have already gained within the Level 3 early years workforce, and challenge you in 
both your daily practice and theoretical understanding.  
  

You will need to complete 5 mandatory units to achieve this qualification. The mandatory units are:  
  

• enabling children to learn  

• promoting health and well-being through physical activity and nutrition co-ordination (PANCo) in the 

early years  

• working with others to support children with additional needs, including Special Educational Needs 

and Disability  

• working with families and other professionals in early years settings  

• implementing change in an early years setting incorporating a small scale research project.  

  

This qualification will equip you with knowledge, understanding and skills across a range of key subject 
areas, for example:  
  

• holistic learning of babies and children from birth to five years of age  

• statutory planning and monitoring requirements in your own country  

• the benefits of physical activity, and the importance of diet, to the health and wellbeing of babies, 

children and their families  

• effective inclusion of children in early years settings  

• the responsibilities of the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) within early years 

settings, to promote children’s learning and development.   

• statutory requirements for working in partnership with families  

• how effective partnership working with other professionals can improve the care and development of 

babies and children in own setting  

• reflection on practice and using current research to produce recommendations for improvements to 

your own setting.  

  

This qualification is a good choice for you if you are looking to progress to become an Advanced 
Practitioner within the early years workforce. The Advanced Practitioner will use crucial leadership skills 
to mentor others across all roles and responsibilities in the early years workforce.  
  

  



  

Version 4.0 September 2021   Visit ncfe.org.uk    Call 0191 239 8000  

Similar qualifications 

 

This is the only mainstream Level 4 Early Years qualification offered by CACHE. It has been designed to 
bridge the gap between Level 3 and Level 5 in the early years workforce and support progression.  
  

The only similar qualifications CACHE offer are the following specialist Early Years qualifications 
focusing on the Montessori and Steiner approaches:  
  

• Level 4 Diploma in Montessori Pedagogy – Birth to Seven (Early Years Educator)   

• Level 4 Diploma in Steiner Waldorf Early Childhood Studies (Early Years Educator)   

  

Other ways to achieve the same outcome 

 

Funding will not be available for this qualification, so you will need to apply for an Advanced Learner 
Loan to support you through this qualification. This qualification is not available as part of an 
apprenticeship.  
  

How the qualification supports the identified outcome/s   

 

Through this qualification, you will gain the required knowledge, understanding and skills to progress 
from a full Level 3 Early Years or Childcare qualification, up to a Level 5 qualification, such as the 
Diploma in Leadership for Health and Social Care and Children and Young People’s Services (England). 
The qualification will also prepare you for further study of early years in higher education.    
  

You could progress to the following job roles and responsibilities:  
  

• Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo)  

• Physical Activity and Nutrition Coordinator (PANCo)  

• internal progression at a higher level, including those with management responsibilities  

• leadership, mentoring, supervision and management opportunities.  

  

 Support for this qualification 

  

The qualification is supported by the following learning providers:  
  

• Barnet and Southgate College  

• Pre-School Learning Alliance  

• Breedon House  

• Active Matters  

• Eurosource  

• PJL Training  
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It is also supported by the following employers:  

  

• Acorns Nursery  

• Canterbury Day Nursery  

• King Square Community Nursery 

• Tinies Childcare Northwest Limited  

  

UCAS points  

 
The Level 4 Early Years Advanced Practitioner qualification will not be eligible for UCAS points. 
However, it could provide evidence for a personal statement to enable mature students to enter Higher 
Education. A full Level 3 Early Years or Childcare qualification is an entry requirement for this 
qualification; therefore, you may already have UCAS points from your Level 3 qualification.   
 
 


