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NCFE Level 2 Functional Skills Qualification in English (603/5054/4)

NCFE Level 2 Functional Skills Qualification in English: Reading

[bookmark: _Hlk54868266]Paper number: P001274

	To be completed by the examiner
	Mark

	Section 1
	/ 8

	Section 2
	/ 8

	Section 3
	/ 7

	Section 4
	/ 7

	TOTAL MARK
	/ 30


Time allowed: 1 hour

Learner instructions
· Use black or blue ink.
· Answer all questions.
· Read each question carefully.
· Write your responses in the spaces provided.
· All of the work you submit must be your own.

Learner information
· The marks available for each question are shown in brackets.
· The maximum mark for this paper is 30.
· The use of a dictionary is permitted.

	Learner name
	

	Centre name
	

	

	Learner number
	
	    Centre number
	
	

	




Please complete the details below clearly and in BLOCK CAPITALS.












Do not turn over until the invigilator tells you to do so.
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Section 1
The questions in this section refer to Document 1.
This section has a possible 8 marks available.
Answer all questions in the spaces provided.


	1
	
	What is the meaning of the word ‘sustainability’ as used under the subheading ‘Eco-friendly housing’ in Document 1? 

You may use a dictionary to help you answer this question.      
 [1 mark]

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




	2
	
	Give two reasons why it is important that a reader takes the charts and statistics used in Document 1 into consideration.
 [2 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




	3
	
	Give two phrases from ‘The eco-friendly construction industry?’ section that imply that some housing developers are not fully supportive of eco-friendly approaches to building homes.
 [2 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




	[bookmark: _Hlk62120350]4
	
	Which section mentions the possibility that greenhouse gases are increasing because we are burning fossil fuels?
 [1 mark]

	
	
	A
	Housing development and wildlife
	

	
	
	B
	Global warming
	

	
	
	C
	Eco-friendly housing
	

	
	
	D
	The eco-friendly construction industry?
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Answer
	
	




	5
	
	Give two words that identify the style of writing in Document 1.
 [2 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	











This is the end of Section 1.
Please turn over for the next section.
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Section 2
The questions in this section refer to Document 2.
This section has a possible 8 marks available.
Answer all questions in the spaces provided.
	6
	
	

Identify one example of each of the following within the ‘Eco-friendly design’ section in Document 2:
                   

	
	
	
a) Fact
[1 mark]


	
	
	

	
	
	
b) Opinion
[1 mark]


	
	
	

	
	
	


	7
	
	What word or phrase in the document tells the reader that the new homes do not look like traditional homes?           

 [1 mark]

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	
	



	8
	
	Give two reasons why subheadings have been used in Document 2.

 [2 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	
	



	9
	
	Identify two techniques the writer uses to present a positive image of Briggs & Co.
 [2 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	
	




	10
	
	How can you discover more about the houses on the Reddington Complex? 

 [1 mark]

	
	
	

	
	
	









This is the end of Section 2.
Please turn over for the next section.
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Section 3
The questions in this section refer to Document 3.
This section has a possible 7 marks available.
Answer all questions in the spaces provided.

	11
	
	In Document 3, Petra uses comments like ‘absolute horror’, ‘massive amounts’ and ‘dense plastic’. Why does Petra use these phrases?

 [2 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	
	




	12
	
	Give two reasons why Ali thinks that buying one of the new houses will benefit the environment.
 [2 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	
	




	13
	
	Ali says, ‘We are investing our money to help save the planet and I suggest those who criticise us think about what’s really important and consider the fact that money needs to be spent wisely.’
Give two examples of what can be inferred by this quotation.
 [2 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	
	


	14
	
	What word best describes the tone of Vic’s writing?
 [1 mark]

	
	
	A
	Enthusiastic
	

	
	
	B
	Suspicious
	

	
	
	C
	Polite
	

	
	
	D
	Argumentative
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Answer
	
	











This is the end of Section 3.
Please turn over for the next section.















Section 4
Questions in this section refer to multiple Documents.
This section has a possible 7 marks available.
Answer all questions in the spaces provided.

	15
	
	Compare the views of Stevie in Document 3 with the views expressed in Document 2, and how these are conveyed.
			[3 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	









	16
	
	Analyse all three documents and explain which document is the most formal.
 
 [4 marks]

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




This is the end of the external assessment.
[Total: 30 marks]


















This page is intentionally left blank.
















This page is intentionally left blank.
















This page is intentionally left blank.


All the material in this publication is © NCFE.


2

2
                                                                                                                                                                             Please turn over
image1.png
THE IMPACT OF HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT ON THE
ENVIRONMENT

People are becoming increasingly aware of the
impact that construction is having on the
environment.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

AND WILDLIFE

Over the years, the available space left for
wildlife, including wild plants, has dramatically
decreased. A great deal of this loss has been due
to farming, but housing development continues
to be a key factor.

REPORTS SHOW THE DECLINE
IN UK WILDFLOWER MEADOWS
SINCE 1930.

97% reduction

DATA SHOWS THE REDUCTION IN
UK WILD PLANTS AND ANIMALS
OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS.

56% reduction

Farmland has become less hospitable to wildlife.
Therefore, urban natural areas must be retained
so that wildlife can be allowed to survive. Yet, in

towns, cities and rural areas, our natural areas
are being converted into buildings and housing
developments. This has meant huge reductions
in urban natural landscapes. The negative effects
on wildlife and landscapes mean that an
increasing number of people are living their
lives with less contact with nature. This
disconnection can affect them both mentally and
physically.

GLOBAL WARMING

Since 1906, the Earth has warmed by about
0.9°C. There is convincing evidence that this is
due to an increase in greenhouse gases that are
produced whenever fossil fuels are burnt to
obtain energy. The building industry uses
approximately half of the UK’s fossil-fuel
source of energy. The high usage of this in the
production of materials used for building
construction is a serious concern.

ECO-FRIENDLY HOUSING
Over the years, environmentalists have
campaigned for the government to change the
national approach to housing development. They
believe that sustainability is key to creating
healthy, economical and eco-friendly dwelling
areas. Housing developers are being encouraged
to:
retain/increase natural spaces within housing
developments - to provide habitats for
wildlife
provide homeowners with the use of natural
energy, such as solar and wind power.

THE ECO-FRIENDLY
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY?

Some construction company directors have
expressed concern about the profit margins of
following a strategy of eco-friendly housing
development. There is also some disquiet about the
appeal of this type of housing, with the question
being raised whether people really want wildlife
on their doorsteps. Nevertheless, it is hoped that
pressure from the government will mean that
future housing developments will create a better
balance between human need and the wider
environment, but that remains to be seen.
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BRIGGS & CO

CONTEMPORARY, GREEN ENERGY HABITATS FOR
STATE-OF-THE-ART WILDLIFE
HOUSING

g5 & Co, we strongly believe that new homes should not only be designed with

cemlert and secumy in mind, but they should also be environmentally menmy n was with this
inmind, that we successfully planned and developed the South Reddington Housing

mplex. It rowdes homeowners with naiuva\ areas in which to fully embrace nature and
wnanfe ‘Throughout the construction, we recycled top-quality materials, such as.
premium stone and brick. We also used energy ob\amed from natural sources to minimise
the impact on the environment. For this environmental achievement, we have been awarded
the ‘Green-Build Censlruclmn company o! the Year' title. This is something of which all of us
here at Briggs and Co are immensely

co-friendly design

e housing complex has been perfectly designed by us to integrate effectively with

Th
natural areas which makes it ideal for both people and wildlife. The development
features include:

safe pedeslnan and cycle foutes
renewable and water-saving facilities.
Benefits for resi and wildlife
very cl effective design and development means that residents experience the
Joy ol wmnfe and namre in their everyday lives. We have received excellent feedback from
fents at the

“The green spaces, fresh air, attractive pedestrian/cycle routes and tranquillty have
vastly 1mpmved our health and well-being.”

“There is plenty of diverse wildife and plants. Wildife has safe shelter and an
‘eco-friendly environment, which is allowing them to thrive and reproduce successfully.”

sooner than you think!

Visit our show homes today by calling 01632 223322 or to discover more
about our South Reddington Housing Complex email us on srhc@briggs.bi
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REDDINGTON NEWS E-FORUM

THIS WEEK’S TOPIC IS ‘HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT’.

VIC

The new luxury complex at South Reddington is a joke. It’s not helping the
environment - it’s just attracting rich city folk who want to play at living in the
countryside. We have loads of young people in this town who would love to
buy a house rather than renting. What we need is affordable housing not
luxury complexes.

ALl

My husband and | have just bought one of the new South Reddington houses.
Our house is amazing, and we can’t wait to move in!

We are both eco-campaigners, so protecting nature is really important to us.
The completed complex will attract wildlife and allow it to flourish all around
us. Our new home has solar panels to provide us with green energy.

We are investing our money to help save the planet and | suggest those who
criticise us think about what’s really important and consider the fact that
money needs to be spent wisely.

STEVIE

I've just left my supervisor’s job at Briggs & Co. During my first weeks, | was
surprised to find out that we were not provided with the time nor the money
to source the recycled materials that the company had claimed that they
would be using. ‘Using recycled materials’ was one of the reasons that the
company won its prestigious award. This made me feel like | was working for a
company that is cheating people and the system!

Also, as far as being a ‘green-build’... Do you imagine wildlife can survive and
‘thrive’ under the thundering wheels of large construction vehicles? How long
do people think it will take to restore natural systems on a development that
has been a mud-ridden building site for months?

PETRA

Briggs & Co boasts that it’s eco-friendly, but with absolute horror, | have wit-

nessed the vast amounts of waste that this development is creating. Massive
amounts of construction materials have been delivered in dense plastic pack-
aging throughout this building work.

How can that be ‘eco-friendly’ in a world where plastic is killing our seas?
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