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Read this information about using apostrophes.

Apostrophes are used to:
· Show where letters are missing
· Show possession. 

These activities are about the apostrophe used to show possession. 
· Possession means to belong to something. Look at this example:

The company’s office was in London.

Company is a singular noun, so you need to add an apostrophe and ‘s’ to show that the office belongs to the company.

James’s car broke down.

James is a singular noun. Even though it already ends in ‘s’, you need to add an apostrophe and another ‘s’ to show that the car belongs to James. 

The workers’ break lasted 20 minutes.
Workers is a plural noun that ends in ‘s’. You don’t add another ‘s’ after the apostrophe. You just add an apostrophe to show the break belongs to the workers. 

The women’s uniforms were black.
Women is a plural noun that doesn’t end in ‘s’. So, you add an apostrophe and an ‘s’ to show that the uniforms belong to the women. 




















Activity 1a. 
Underline or highlight the words with apostrophes. Say what the apostrophe refers to. The first one has been done for you. 

	1. The factory’s roof was damaged. 
	The roof of the factory

	2. Charles’ boss left early.
	

	3. The children’s school was excellent.
	

	4. The drivers’ cars broke down.
	

	5. The men’s glasses were broken.
	

	6. The builders’ tea was cold. 
	

	7. Iris’ customers loved the café.
	

	8. The dentist’s surgery opens at 8.
	
































Activity 1b. 
Rewrite these sentences with correct apostrophes. 

	1. The childrens bus was late. 



	2. Charles taxi picked him up.



	3. The shops window display was fantastic.



	4. The schools headteachers were at a conference.







Activity 1c. 
Fill in the gaps using ‘s or s’. 

1. This is ___________ book. [Emma]


2. The ____________ room is downstairs. [men]


3. My ______________ house has three bedrooms [parents]


4. These are the ____________ footballs. [boys]


5. This is the _________ bag. [boy]


6. _____________ car is new. [Charles]
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