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Qualification factsheet 
 

Qualification overview 
 
Qualification title NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Working with Children in 

Early Years and Primary Settings 
 

Qualification number (QN) 603/5937/7 

Total qualification time (TQT): 330 Guided learning hours (GL) 210 

Entry requirements: Learners must be at least 16 years old. We do not set any other 
entry requirements but colleges or training providers may have 
their own guidelines 

 
About this qualification 
 
This qualification covers a range of key subject areas that provide learners with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed to care for and educate children aged between 0 and 11 years 11 
months old. 
 
It has been designed to support learners to progress onto Level 3 qualifications across a number of 
sectors, including the Early Years Educator sector, the Supporting Teaching and Learning sector, and 
the Children and Young People sector. It also contains significant transferable knowledge for the Health 
and Social Care sector. 
 
In addition, centres can deliver this qualification as part of a full study programme (alongside, for 
example, GCSE English and Maths). 
 
Please note this qualification directly replaces the NCFE CACHE Level 2 Technical Certificate in 
Working with Children in Early Years and Primary Settings (603/3292/X) and no longer carries 
performance points. 
 

Qualification structure  
 
6 mandatory units. 
 
Mandatory units 
 

J/615/7560 Child development from birth to 11 years 11 months 

M/618/1545 Play and learning  

L/615/7558 Exploring legislation 

J/615/7557 The role of the childcare practitioner 

J/618/1549 Nutrition 

F/618/1551 Physical development and physical activity 
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Assessment  
 
This qualification is internally assessed through a portfolio of evidence. There is also a mandatory 
Professional Skills Record (PSR) which must be completed during the work placement. 
 

Placement requirements 
 
This qualification has a minimum requirement of 120 work placement hours. However, we recommend 
learners undertake at least 200 work placement hours.  

 
Progression opportunities 
 
This qualification allows progression onto Level 3 Early Years Educator qualifications and other Level 3 
qualifications relating to Childcare, Health and Social Care or Supporting Teaching and Learning. 
 
This qualification is designed as entry to the workforce at Level 2 and may support progression into a 
range of job roles in the statutory, voluntary, or private sectors. 
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Contact us 
 
NCFE 
Q6 
Quorum Park 
Benton Lane 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE12 8BT 
 
Tel: 0191 239 8000* 
Fax: 0191 239 8001 
Email: customersupport@ncfe.org.uk 
Website: www.ncfe.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCFE © Copyright 2021 All rights reserved worldwide. 
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Information in this Qualification Factsheet is correct at the time of publishing but may be subject to 
change. 
 
NCFE is a registered charity (Registered Charity No. 1034808) and a company limited by guarantee 
(Company No. 2896700). 
 
CACHE; Council for Awards in Care, Health and Education; and NNEB are registered trademarks owned 
by NCFE.   
 
All the material in this publication is protected by copyright. 
* To continue to improve our levels of customer service, telephone calls may be recorded for 
training and quality purposes. 
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