






NCFE Functional Skills Qualification in Mathematics 
at Entry Level 1 (600/0793/X)

Mark Scheme

Set A (Sample) – The Nature Trail

Guidance for Assessors
The following Mark Scheme gives you:
· examples and criteria of the types of response expected from a learner
· how individual marks are to be awarded
· the total mark for each task.

Assessors should be prepared to award zero marks for any of the tasks if the learner’s response is not worthy of credit according to the Mark Scheme.

For levels of support and generic guidance on marking please refer to the NCFE Assessor Instructions and Guidance – Functional Skills Controlled Assessment (Entry Levels).

	Skills standard
	Coverage and range

	Representing
R1 understand simple mathematical information in familiar contexts and situations
	a) Understand and use numbers with one significant figure in practical contexts;
b) Describe the properties of size and measure, including length, width, height and weight, and make simple comparisons;
c) Describe position;
d) Recognise and select coins and notes;
e) Recognise and name common 2D and 3D shapes;
f) Sort and classify objects practically using a single criterion.

	Analysing
A1 use mathematics to obtain answers to simple given practical problems that are clear and routine
	g) 

	A2 generate results that make sense for a specified task
	h) 

	Interpreting
I1 provide solutions to simple given practical problems in familiar contexts and situations
	i) 
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	Task 1
	
	Marks

	
	Learner demonstrated own method of addition to work out answer
eg counting on fingers/counting in head/counting out loud/written form accurately and independently (2 marks)
Learner demonstrated own method of addition with some assistance (1 mark)
and
Select any mix of correct coins independently (2 marks)
Select any mix of correct coins with some assistance (1 mark)
	4

	
	Total marks
	4



	Task 2
	
	Marks

	
	Learner demonstrated own method of addition to work out answer 
eg counting on fingers/counting in head/counting out loud/written form accurately and independently (2 marks)
Learner demonstrated own method of addition with some assistance (1 mark)

Selects any mix of correct coins or coins and notes to show £5.20
(award 1 mark)
Or
Selects any mix of correct coins for both items
(award 2 marks)
Or
Selects any mix of correct coins and notes for both items
(award 3 marks)
	5

	
	Total marks
	5



	Task 3
	
	Marks

	a.
	Visitor Centre (1 mark)
	1

	b.
	Yes – learner identified that the boat lake is in the middle of the map (1 mark)
	1

	
	Total marks
	2



	Task 4
	
	Marks

	
	A.  Identifies that the boat lake is the biggest place on the map
(award 1 mark)
and
B. Identifies that the boats are two different sizes
(award 1 mark)
	2

	
	Total marks
	2



	
Task 5
	
	Marks

	a.
	Learner identified all trees in correct height order, starting with shortest (D, B, A, C) (3 marks)

Learner identified all trees in correct height order, starting with tallest first (2 marks)

Learner identified first two trees in correct height order (1 mark)
	3

	b.
	A. – widest tree
	1

	
	Total marks
	4



	Task 6
	
	Marks

	
	Learner has drawn a shape recognisable as a triangle (2 marks)
Learner attempted to draw a triangle (1 mark) 
	2

	
	Total marks
	2



	Task 7
	
	Marks

	a.
	Shape 3 – Cube (1 mark)
	1

	b.
	Shape 1 – Square (1 mark)

Shape 2 – Cylinder (1 mark)

Shape 4 – Circle (1 mark)
	3

	
	Total marks
	4



	
Task 8
	
	Marks

	a.
	Learner ticks total for Squirrels (1 mark)
	1

	b.
	Crosses out total for Rabbits (1 mark) / New total of ‘4’ (1 mark)

Crosses our total for Swans (1 mark) / New total of ‘8’ (1 mark)

Crosses our total for Magpies (1 mark) / New total of ‘5’ (1 mark)
	6

	
	Total marks
	7
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	Task 9
	
	Marks

	a.
	Jade is correct (1 mark)
	1

	b.
	Learner identified a swan is likely to be heavier than a duck as it is bigger than a duck (1 mark)

Learner gives differences between the swan and the duck (eg swan is higher/taller, wider, longer) (3 marks – 1 mark for each point) 
	3

	
	Total marks
	4



	
	Overall marks
	34

	Pass mark
	25 / 34
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