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NCFE Functional Skills Qualification in English at Level 2 

Speaking, Listening and Communication 
600/0140/9 

 
Sample Set 2 – Public Spending Cuts 
 
 

Pre-Release Source Documents 
 
Pre-Release Source Documents will help you to understand the context of the 
assessment. They can also be used to provide ideas, facts or opinions that you 
can use in discussion. You’re also encouraged to undertake your own research.  
 
Read the documents carefully. You may discuss the contents with your Tutor 
before the assessment. Pre-Release Source Documents can be taken into the 
assessment. Extra copies will be available.   

 
Source Document 1: ‘Cuts! Cuts! Cuts!’’ 
Source Document 2: ‘Your Library – Have your Say’ 
Source Document 3: ‘Youth Zone website article’ 
Source Document 4: ‘Comments from Community Centre Users’ 
Source Document 5: ‘Community Centre Timetable’ 
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Source Document 1: ‘Cuts! Cuts! Cuts!’ 
 
 
 

Cuts! Cuts! Cuts! 
The council yesterday announced 
plans to stop funding 20 of the 
county’s 43 libraries next year, 
saving £2m over four years, and 
slashing back youth services to 
save £4.2m.   
 
Council leader Ella Moreton said 
facilities could stay open if 
volunteers step in to run them when 
funding is phased out next year. 
She admitted: “This will lead to a 
reduction in services across the 
county. People are going to see 
things and places they have loved 
disappear. We did not get elected 
to close things down but to make 
things better, and libraries and 
youth services are two of our most 
well-loved services. It is 
uncomfortable, but we have a 
national crisis in terms of the 
financial situation and we are all 
going to bear the pain.”  
 
Yesterday, library users reacted 
with shock at the news. Aletha 
Jenkins, of London Road, who 
visits the Wellesley library with two-
year-old daughter Jasmine, said: 
“Soon there will be nothing public 
left in Radlington. The Community 
Centre Library is very small 
compared to the one in the centre 
of town, but that is a long way to 
go.”  

  
And in Summertown, mum-of-three 
Nicola Denvir said her family used 
the library once a week. She said: “I 
feel really sad, and we would 
definitely support any community 
effort to keep the library open.”  
 
Volunteers also have until early 
next year to propose ways of 
running otherwise doomed youth 
centres.   Under County Hall plans, 
seven ‘hubs’ in the county’s larger 
towns will become centres of a 
restructured youth service, tackling 
school exclusion, teenage 
pregnancy, drug use, antisocial 
behaviour, youth offending and 
unemployment.  
 
But community worker Mark 
Edwards, of Wellesley Community 
Centre, warned closing centres 
would cause antisocial behaviour 
and teenage pregnancies to soar.  
He said: “We will have a lot of 
young people hanging around with 
nothing to do.   It does not take a 
huge amount of imagination to 
realise what that will lead to.”  
 
The number of redundancies in 
both services has not been 
confirmed, but the council said it 
would make up some of the 1,000 
job losses expected as a result of 
the 25 per cent budget cuts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/search/?search=%22Keith+Mitchell%22+County
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Source Document 2: ‘Your Library – Have Your Say!’ 
 
 

Your Library –  
Have Your Say! 
 
Controversial plans to scrap 
hundreds of thousands of pounds 
of grants to community centres and 
libraries have been condemned. 
But where will the axe fall?  
 
Staff at Wellsprings, one of the 
community centres affected, said 
the money was vital as it helped 
them meet maintenance bills and 
insurance. They warned that losing 
the cash could cause them to close, 
which would lead inevitably to the 
loss of dozens of jobs at the centre. 
 
The manager of Wellsprings was 
clearly distraught.  He said, “The 
grant is vital for us. It pays for our 
electricity and heating and basically 
means we can open up each day. 
Without that, we’re devastated. We 
can't hire out the centre to the 
Youth Zone, Church groups, the 
Brownies, the Badminton Club or 
for the live music functions that 
have become so popular. If we 
don't get that money we could fold - 
and our area will lose its only 
community centre. Now we have 
heard that funding of our Library 
and Internet Service is also under 
threat. 
 
There’s been a huge surge in 
library use online and this is one of 
the most popular activities at the 
Centre.” 

 

  
Roadshows 

 
A major public consultation is 
underway asking residents to 
comment on proposals that could 
see more than a dozen of the 
county’s libraries being ‘offered to 
local communities’. And with local 
community grants being cut, guess 
what this really means? The 
consultations follow cuts that have 
left a £75m financial black hole and 
further cuts are inevitable. 
 
The public are being asked to take 
an active part by attending 
roadshows, and meetings to be 
held across the county and by 
completing surveys. This is an 
exercise to involve local people and 
gain their views.  The series of 
library roadshows to be held next 
month with residents, library users, 
students and other interested 
groups all invited to attend, is to 
gain further information and ask 
them to leave comments and 
suggestions. 
 
Details about individual libraries will 
not be given until after 
consultations are complete, but it is 
absolutely clear that we could see 
some of our libraries closing down.  

 

 
Adapted from article in ‘The Leicester Mercury’  
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Source Document 3: ‘Youth zone  
 
 

Investing in young people, investing in 
Radlington's future 

Welcome to the Radlington Youth Zone website. We intend to use 
this website to update you on the progress of the Radlington Youth Zone at 
the Wellesley Community Centre. 

This is a once in a lifetime project, supported by central government funding 
and local government support ; Radlington and District Council have provided 
a superb site to establish a world class “Youth Zone” in the heart of our town 
with private sector engagement. 

This project will make a real and positive difference to the young people of the 
borough and will be a hugely positive project for all the people connected with 
the town. 

Our Mission is “To serve the social, recreational and emotional needs of 
young people, particularly those facing some kind of disadvantage, striving to 
help them become happy, caring and responsible citizens.” 

We want to engage all stakeholders within the Radlington District to help us 
deliver a world class Youth Zone.  This project can become the catalyst for the 
redevelopment of our town centre and can help all of us feel proud about 
Radlington and what we will create here. 

I must take the opportunity to thank the Wellesley Community Centre - they 
are all professional, dedicated people who give their time willingly to ensure 
that this project works - I am hugely grateful to them all. 

I would also like to thank Mike Halidji, my predecessor as “Chair” - Mike did 
the hard job, he helped establish something from nothing - my promise is to 
carry on the good work and establish “Radlington Youth Zone” as a key 
project right at the heart of the regeneration of Radlington. 

If you would like to help, comment or advise please contact the team at 
radyzenquiries@wellesley comcent.org or tel: 05938 625830 

Chairman 

Radlington Youth Zone 

 
It should be noted that the following website entry was posted before the cuts in 
funding were announced. It is with regret that we have to announce that the 
Radlington Youth Zone website is now closed. 

mailto:byzenquiries@onsidenorthwest.org
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Source Document 4: ‘Comments from Community Centre Users’ 

Following the announcement this week that the Wellesley Community Centre 
is to lose its funding from the County Council, our reporter sought the 
immediate reaction from members of the public.  Here is what they had to say: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I use the centre twice a week – I go to Youth Zone and I belong to the Indoor 
Football Club and I’ve just started going to Martial Arts on a Saturday morning.  It’s 
a great place.  They can’t take it away, can they?” 

Abudi Laowell (aged 15). 

“The Police recognise the real value of the Wellesley Centre.  Since it has been 
open there has been a marked decrease in vandalism and petty crime in the area.  
Closing it is going to throw all those youngsters back on the streets.  This would be 
a remarkably retrograde step.”                                              Police spokesperson.  

“I’m a single mother and I’ve come to rely on them down there.  I go to the Drop-in 
centre from time to time and they’ve been a real support. There was a time I don’t 
think I could have coped without the help they gave me and my baby.”   

Pensioner Edith White was in tears when she told me “The Centre’s the only place 
left where we can go and meet our friends.  I use the Library there at least twice a 
week.  What are we expected to do now?”   

“I’ve worked at the Centre for six years.  Now they say they’re going to use 
volunteers to keep the place open, and would I like to be considered.  The cheek!  
This is my living and I need the money.”                                     (Mrs) H. Colway 

Alec Spurway of the Board of Trustees confirmed that the Centre had lost its 
funding as a result of Government cuts.  He said, “We are looking at ways of 
keeping the Centre up and running. We are not giving up. We will have to look for 
other means of income. It may mean we get a company to sponsor the building or 
maybe get more advertising in our bi-monthly newsletter.  Sadly it means that jobs 
will have to go but hopefully there are people out there who will volunteer to help us 
stay open.” 

County Councillor Jayne Harry:  “We recognise the value of all the community 
centres in our region.  The worst affected will be those organisations heavily or 
entirely dependent on public funding. Such charities will have to adapt their 
strategies by, for instance, reducing their public service provision and increasing 
low-cost volunteer-led activities, or looking for partnerships with other non-profits or 
even private sector providers.  Nobody believes this to be an ideal solution.  Far 
from it!” 
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Source Document 5: ‘Community Centre Timetable’ 
 
 

 

Wellesley Community Centre, Radlington 
 

 

  Morning Afternoon Evening 

Monday 
Hall 

Baby Ballet 
09:00-10:00 

 Yoga 

Dee 
Room 

Library / Internet 
10:30-12:30 

Stroke Club 
Library / Internet 

18:30 – 21:30 

Tuesday 

Hall 

Art Attack 
09:00-10:00 

Drop-in Centre 
10.00 – 12.00 

Over 50s Keep Fit 
14:00-15:30 

Brownies 
18:00- 19:30 

1st Radlington 
Guides 

19:30- 21:15 

Dee 
Room 

Library / Internet 
10:30-12:30 

Jigsaw Club 
Centre Committee 

Meeting 
19:30- 21:30 

Wednesday 
Hall 

Tap Dance 
09:30-10:30 

 
Karate 

19:30- 21:30 

Dee 
Room 

Library / Internet 
10:30-12:30 

Library / Internet 
12:00-15:30 

Rainbows 
18:00-19:30 

Thursday 
Hall 

Music with 
Mummy 

10:00-11:00 
 

YouthZone 
19:00- 22:00 

Dee 
Room 

Drop-in Centre 
11:30-14:00 

Quilt Class 
14:30-16:30 

Library / Internet 
18:30 – 21:30 

Friday 

Hall 
Charities 

Coffee Morning 
11:00-12:30 

Mums and Bumps 
14:00 -15:30 

Hindu Children 
18:00-19:00 

Drop-in Centre 
19:00- 21:00 

Line Dancing 
21:00-22:00 

Dee 
Room 

Meditation Group 
10:00-11:30 

Library / Internet 
12:00 – 15:30 

Book Club 
19:30- 22:00 

Saturday 
Hall 

Martial Arts 
10:00-12:00 

 

Indoor Football 
Club 

14:00-17:00 

Available for Casual 
Bookings 

Dee 
Room 

Library / Internet 
09:30-12:00 

Library / Internet 
12:00-15:30 

 

Sunday 

Hall 
Community 

Baptist Church 
09:30-11:30 

Muslim Church 
15:00-18:00 

(regular but not 
weekly) 

YouthZone 
19:00- 22:00 

Dee 
Room 

Brethren Church 
09:00-12:00 

YouthZone 
14.30 – 17.00 

Drop-in Centre 
19:00- 21:00 

 


