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Qualification factsheet 
 

Qualification overview 
 
Qualification title NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Performance Skills 

Qualification number (QN) 603/2960/9 

Total qualification time (TQT): 157 Guided learning hours (GL) 120 plus 1 
hour 30 
minutes for the 
external 
assessment 

Entry requirements: There are no specific recommended prior learning requirements 
for this qualification. 

 
About this qualification 
 
V Cert Technical Awards are a suite of high quality technical qualifications which are appropriate for Key 
Stage 4 learners. They are a technical alternative to GCSEs with equivalent levels of rigour and 
challenge. 
 
The Level 1/2 Technical Award in Performance Skills is designed to provide learners with the skills, 
knowledge and understanding of the applied study of good performance skills practices and an 
understanding of working in the sector. 
 
Throughout this qualification, your learners will gain valuable knowledge of: 
 

• how work is undertaken in the performance industry across a variety of disciplines 

• performance, production and promotional roles across disciplines 

• skills and qualities required to work in performance and technical roles 

• performance and production skills in developing a performance 

• how to work in performance, pre-production and production roles 

• creative and technical skills in response to a brief 
 

Qualification structure  
 
To be awarded Level 1/2 Technical Award in Performance Skills, learners are required to successfully 
complete 2 mandatory units. Learners must also achieve a minimum of a Level 1 Pass in the internal 
and external assessments. 
 
Mandatory units 
 

Unit 01 Working in the performance industry 

Unit 02 Planning and Performing 
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Assessment  
 
The Level 1/2 Technical Award in Performance Skills consists of 2 assessment components: 
 

• external assessment – practical test. This will assess the application of knowledge and skills 
acquired throughout Unit 01 

• internal assessment – Unit 02 is an internally assessed synoptic project and is externally quality 
assured by NCFE 

 

Progression opportunities 
 
Depending on the grade the learner achieves in this qualification, they could progress to: 
 

• GCSE in Drama, Music or Dance 

• A Level in Performing Arts or Theatre Studies 

• Technical Award in Music Technology 

• Level 3 Applied General in Music Technology 

• Level 3 Technical Level in Performing Arts 

• An apprenticeship within sectors such as Production Assistant, Creative Venue Technician or 
Assistant Technical Director 
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Contact us 
 
NCFE 
Q6 
Quorum Park 
Benton Lane 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE12 8BT 
 
Tel: 0191 239 8000* 
Fax: 0191 239 8001 
Email: customersupport@ncfe.org.uk 
Website: www.ncfe.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NCFE © Copyright 2021 All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
Version 1.0 August 2021 
Information in this Qualification Factsheet is correct at the time of publishing but may be subject to 
change. 
 
NCFE is a registered charity (Registered Charity No. 1034808) and a company limited by guarantee 
(Company No. 2896700). 
 
CACHE; Council for Awards in Care, Health and Education; and NNEB are registered trademarks owned 
by NCFE.   
 
All the material in this publication is protected by copyright. 
* To continue to improve our levels of customer service, telephone calls may be recorded for 
training and quality purposes. 
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